
ENGLISH TRANSLATION 
 
The Honorable Mary A. McLaughlin 
United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania 
U.S. Courthouse 
601 Market Street, Room #13614 
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1723 
 
July 14, 2009 
  
Dear Judge McLaughlin, 

  
My name is Ella Bitarova. I am a resident of the city of Beslan. On September 1, 2004, 1200 people were taken 

hostage in the small city of Beslan. They were kept in the gym of School #1 for 3 days without water and food. As a result of 
the Besaln Terror Act, over 300 people were killed (over 1% of Beslan’s total population), 900 were injured; the majority of 
victims were children. 
 
  My relatives, friends, and neighbors were among those hostages. My 9 year-old baby sister was killed. I decided that 
I could be of help to the victims of this dreadful terror act, and became a volunteer of the organization that was helping the 
Beslan victims. 
  
 On September 16, 2004, I met Georgiy Vasilyev, a representative of the International Foundation for Terror Act 
victims. He came to Beslan with the purpose of helping the injured children. He asked me to help the Foundation to gather 
information on the injured children, and I agreed to help. When I started working, I met Andrew Mogilyansky and Michael 
Ratner. I never met them in person, but we frequently spoke on the phone. When I talked to Andrew, he always asked me to 
gather all the necessary information as soon as possible; he tried to do help in every way to make my work easier. Since I was 
the only representative of the International Foundation for Terror Act victims in Beslan, I had plenty of work to do, and it 
was very hard to handle everything on my own. Andrew and Michael always supported me. Andrew was always prompt to 
help solve all the problems that I encountered in the course of my work. Andrew’s main goal was to deliver the assistance to 
Beslan children as soon as possible. Andrew arranged for 4 children who each lost an eye (there were a total of 7 with the 
same condition) to undergo eye implant surgeries in the U.S. When those children were in America, Andrew organized all 
travel and medical treatment for them, and he was constantly supporting them. For Amina Kachmazova, Michael Mkrtchan 
and others, he even organized a trip to the Disney World. Amina’s mom always expresses her utter admiration of Andrew 
and his wife, Oksana, in the most compassionate manner, as they are very kind-hearted people, concerned and helping when 
it comes to other people’s tragedies.       
 

Diana Murtazova, who was seriously injured and became disabled as a result of the Beslan Terror Act and her 
family were bought to America for medical treatment, and they were accommodated in Andrew’s house. Diana’s parents are 
very grateful to Andrew and his family. Upon her return from the U.S. after the treatment and rehabilitation, Andrew also 
shipped to her the wheelchair made specially for her in the U.S., which she so desperately needed.  

 
Even after the work of the Foundation was completed, Andrew would always call me and ask about the seriously 

injured children. I am very grateful to Andrew Mogilyansky for his work to help the Beslan victims. People like Andrew 
Mogilyansky and other volunteers of the International Foundation for Terror Act Victims belong to the rare type of people 
who are always there to help and will never leave you coping with your tragedy on your own. 
 

The last time I spoke to Andrew Mogilyansky was in October 2008 when I asked him to help another victim, Fatima 
Dzgoeva (who is the child most severely injured in Beslan terror attack). Fatima needed urgent help. She was undergoing a 
course of treatment in Germany from September to December 2008, and her parents did not have enough money to pay for it. 
Some of her treatment was covered by public help organizations in Berlin, but it was not enough. So, I called Andrew asking 
for help. Soon, the needed amount of money was transferred by the Foundation to the Berlin clinic. Fatima was able to 
complete the course of the treatment that turned to be rather successful. I want to thank Andrew from the bottom of my heart 
for his help and compassion. I am very proud to have met and worked with such a person as Andrew Mogilyansky. 
 

Respectfully,  
 
/Signature/ 
 
Ella Bitarova 
Moscow, Russia 
+7-926-654-5269 






